The great C/IAM of ti (era In re.
handsome. I have swum thrice, which 1 had disused for many years. 1 luive proposed in Vansittarl1, ('limiting over the wall, l)til IK- has refused inc. And I have clapped my liamls till they an- soiv, at l>r. King's speech \'
His notfro servant, I'Vancis IV.irher, having left him, aiul been some time at sea, not pressed as has hern supposed, hut with his own consent, it appears from a letter to John Wilkis, Kst|., from Dr. Smollet, that his master kindly interested himself in procuring his release from a .slate of life of which Johnson always expressed the utmost abhorrence, He said, "No man will he a sailor who has contrivance enough to get himself into a jail; for bciiitf in a ship is bein(.; in a jail, with (he chance of hetnu drowned V Anil at another lime, 'A man in a jail has more room, heller fond, and commonly heller company1.' The letter was as follows:
1Chel-.ea, Man It if., t'/S1;.
1 I>I-:AK Siu,
'[ am again yum1 petitioner, in  he-hall' uf that j.'ieal ('IIAM% uf lilerature, Samuel Johnson,    His hl.uk M-ivant, W!II>M- name i*. l-'r.iiK is
' Hr. Robert VuiiMilait, nf the ancient and irsptTtaliU1 family i>f that name in Hi-rk-.tiiif. Ih: wa-. c-iuincni fur li'animx and wurdi, and mut-li csictMiicd hy Ur. Jdltnsun. liOKWKl.u John«itm pt'iluip-i jmi-podwl climbing over the; wall «tn ttt« day on which ' University College witnessed him dr'mk three bnitlR-t eif port withoui being lh<! worse for it.1 /'/'.W, April 7, 1778.
* tiittllfiiittn's Afagtisitif, April, 1785. lioswKi.i.. Tlu- hprfdi wn* made on July 7, 175^, tlic last day (if ' tlu; snlcinnily of the installment' of the Kail of Wrsimnrrliiml a*. Chan-ccllnr (if ihc University. On the: 3rd 'tlit! twmmiy began with a Krnnd procession of nnlilenit-n, ddctnrs, itc., in their proper habits which passed lhnui(,;h Si, Macy'si, and was tlu're joininl iiy ibt< Masiers of Arts in their proper habits ; and from thence proceeded to the great
liant a-.'.eiubly n( prr->nii'< >'( ijiiality aiul ili-.iiiu timi u.i*i 'H-.dr'il, ih.a had I'XTi1 bet'il ^t'cii lliele on any (ici'it
tr.nlrn      ttl
th.it we had '.tune de-inipiimi of johinori, .1-1, in hi*> new and hand-some gown, h«* jnininl the pi<ire",'«iim aiming the Master-* ! .See tinf<\ p, sHl. * Jtiitniul of tt t'mit lulhf /fi-f<n"i/t"i, ,ld edit. p. 146 [AtiR, ,)l |. Ho-AVi.t.t.. The cluinec of dcaih fi.mi tlisra^c would see-in iihci id have been greater on the '-hip than in a jail. In Thf Itllfr (No. 58; jdhn-.tni rid-mat("» that one in fuurul the piiioiiern dies every year. In hi-t Review of Hiinwiiy'n Hsxity MI Tt>i ( M'tirX-i, vi. ,\\) he suites that he ii t«i|i| ih.u 'of the live or sis hundred seamen :«ent to China, sometime* half, cnitmumly a third pan, perish in the uiy.ij,;e.' See/«/, Apvil iti, iy;K. 4 /Mi/, p. 251 [Se|tt, a,j|. Ho'.W'1-.l.i,, 15 In my firs,t edition tins word w,e»
!ir!litr»rl   t'fitttn    ?,*i  it   ftmu'irH   in   r»Hr«n» the one 1 en rlostj wouhl have depressed ; hut I mil now (inn, and, as my levered friend, Mr, Samuel JnhiiMiii, uitrd lo say, / fttl thf. /<mvWi,v.> t\f tin iiitlf/it'iiilt-Hl hull/tin Mm;; Imwevrr, it is hard that 1 cannot have die |mni'. satisfaction nf beinj; well with my father.1
